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1. This system would be very impractical for the following four ressons:

2:} Double ties would be needed, s needless additional expense

b) Almost all Burcpean railroads have inclined ralls slanting inwards on s
ratio of 1:20. If the center relil were parpendicular to the ties it would
‘reguire special plates and slsoc make it impossible to attaln high speeds.

() Bridges and culverts would have to be wldened, a very expensive undertaking,

. . empecielly in Iatvie where there are so many stresms and rivers.

{4) Bpeciel switches would have to be manufsctured.
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*2. A wmore practical arrangement than I ebove, but still very difficult as special
switches are needed. 1In 1937 in the Rige main station several séctions of this
type track were laid. They were consldered practical only Br sidings and mershalling
yards. A 3%" distance between ralls is not impractical. The wide gauge of 1524
mm can be gafely used with a tolerance of 8 mn, Smm greater and 3 mm less.
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broad gauge

standard geauge

3. Thils arrangement is practiegl and was frequently used fhroughout Latvia. It does
not require additlional ties or a widened roadbed and most Latvien bridges are wide
enough to permit passage of the four rails. This arrangement was extensively used
in the Riga, Jelsava, Liepaja and Deugevpils stations, and was also used by the
Germans during 19}+l-1’+1|- for longer lines. Regular switches can be used as follows:

b, | [1f the Soviets use any system of rall conversion, they will use
the system outlined above (III). This rail arrangement has been tested and proved
qr practical 1n Estonla and Lithuania as well as in Latvia.
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